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(57) ABSTRACT

A system according to one embodiment includes a printed
circuit board; and a connector coupled to the printed circuit
board. The connector has a plurality of pins extending there-
from along a first direction. The connector has guides config-
ured to guide a mating connector along a second direction
oriented perpendicular to the first direction.
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1
HIGH SPEED CIRCUIT BOARD TO CIRCUIT
BOARD CONNECTOR VIA MATING IN AN
ORTHOGONAL DIRECTION TO THE AXIS
OF THE PINS

BACKGROUND

The present invention relates to circuit board to circuit
board connection, and more specifically, this invention relates
to high speed connectors of circuit boards.

As the signal lane density on Ethernet switches increases
over time, high speed signal lanes are placed on all four sides
of devices. It has become advantageous to route the high
speed signal lanes on circuit boards as short as possible in
order to minimize signal loss and gain the best possible signal
integrity. Current circuit board designs are limited in their
high insertion losses and long traces, due to the fact that their
male to female connector pins are restricted to coupling in a
direction parallel to the axis of the pins.

Due to these higher insertion losses, circuit boards must
typically be equipped with additional buffer devices. Addi-
tional buffer devices not only significantly increase the mate-
rial cost of the device, they also take up additional space on
the device, thus limiting the size capabilities of circuit boards.

BRIEF SUMMARY

A system according to one embodiment includes a printed
circuit board; and a connector coupled to the printed circuit
board. The connector has a plurality of pins extending there-
from along a first direction. The connector has guides config-
ured to guide a mating connector along a second direction
oriented perpendicular to the first direction.

A system according to a further embodiment includes a
printed circuit board; and a connector fixedly coupled to the
printed circuit board. The connector has a plurality of pins
extending therefrom along a first direction and guides con-
figured to guide a mating connector along a second direction
oriented perpendicular to the first direction, wherein the mat-
ing connector has a plurality of mating pins extending there-
from along the first direction, the mating pins engaging the
pins when the connector and mating connector are coupled
together, A second printed circuit board has the mating con-
nector coupled thereto, the connector and mating connector
being coupled together. The printed circuit board and the
second printed circuit board are configured to operate as at
least a portion of a network switch when the connector and
mating connector are coupled together.

Other aspects and embodiments of the present invention
will become apparent from the following detailed descrip-
tion, which, when taken in conjunction with the drawings,
illustrate by way of example the principles of the invention.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE SEVERAL
VIEWS OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 illustrates a network architecture, in accordance
with one embodiment.

FIG. 2 shows a representative hardware environment that
may be associated with the servers and/or clients of FIG. 1, in
accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 3 illustrates a series of printed circuit boards, in accor-
dance with one embodiment.

FIG. 4A-4C illustrates coupling of a male to female pin
pair, in accordance with one embodiment.

FIG. 5 illustrates a schematic of a male to female pin
connector pair in accordance with one embodiment.
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2

FIG. 6 illustrates a pin mapping, in accordance with one
embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following description is made for the purpose of illus-
trating the general principles of the present invention and is
not meant to limit the inventive concepts claimed herein.
Further, particular features described herein can be used in
combination with other described features in each of the
various possible combinations and permutations.

Unless otherwise specifically defined herein, all terms are
to be given their broadest possible interpretation including
meanings implied from the specification as well as meanings
understood by those skilled in the art and/or as defined in
dictionaries, treatises, etc.

It must also be noted that, as used in the specification and
the appended claims, the singular forms “a,” “an” and “the”
include plural referents unless otherwise specified. It will be
further understood that the terms “comprises” and/or “com-
prising,” when used in this specification, specify the presence
of stated features, integers, steps, operations, elements, and/
or components, but do not preclude the presence or addition
of one or more other features, integers, steps, operations,
elements, components, and/or groups thereof.

The following description discloses several preferred
embodiments of systems for high speed circuit board to cir-
cuit board connection via mating in an orthogonal direction to
the axis of the pins.

In one general embodiment, a system includes a printed
circuit board; and a connector coupled to the printed circuit
board. The connector has a plurality of pins extending there-
from along a first direction. The connector has guides config-
ured to guide a mating connector along a second direction
oriented perpendicular to the first direction.

In another general embodiment, a system includes a
printed circuit board; and a connector fixedly coupled to the
printed circuit board. The connector has a plurality of pins
extending therefrom along a first direction and guides con-
figured to guide a mating connector along a second direction
oriented perpendicular to the first direction, wherein the mat-
ing connector has a plurality of mating pins extending there-
from along the first direction, the mating pins engaging the
pins when the connector and mating connector are coupled
together, A second printed circuit board has the mating con-
nector coupled thereto, the connector and mating connector
being coupled together. The printed circuit board and the
second printed circuit board are configured to operate as at
least a portion of a network switch when the connector and
mating connector are coupled together.

FIG. 1 illustrates an architecture 100, in accordance with
one embodiment. As shown in FIG. 1, a plurality of remote
networks 102 are provided including a first remote network
104 and a second remote network 106. A gateway 101 may be
coupled between the remote networks 102 and a proximate
network 108. In the context of the present architecture 100,
the networks 104, 106 may each take any form including, but
not limited to a LAN, a WAN such as the Internet, public
switched telephone network (PSTN), internal telephone net-
work, etc.

Inuse, the gateway 101 serves as an entrance point from the
remote networks 102 to the proximate network 108. As such,
the gateway 101 may function as a router, which is capable of
directing a given packet of data that arrives at the gateway
101, and a switch, which furnishes the actual path in and out
of the gateway 101 for a given packet.
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Further included is at least one data server 114 coupled to
the proximate network 108, and which is accessible from the
remote networks 102 via the gateway 101. It should be noted
that the data server(s) 114 may include any type of computing
device/groupware. Coupled to each data server 114 is a plu-
rality of user devices 116. Such user devices 116 may include
a desktop computer, lap-top computer, hand-held computer,
printer or any other type of logic. It should be noted that a user
device 111 may also be directly coupled to any of the net-
works, in one embodiment.

A peripheral 120 or series of peripherals 120, e.g., fac-
simile machines, printers, networked and/or local storage
units or systems, etc., may be coupled to one or more of the
networks 104, 106, 108. It should be noted that databases
and/or additional components may be utilized with, or inte-
grated into, any type of network element coupled to the net-
works 104,106, 108. In the context of the present description,
anetwork element may refer to any component of a network.

According to some approaches, methods and systems
described herein may be implemented with and/or on virtual
systems and/or systems which emulate one or more other
systems, such as a UNIX system which emulates an IBM
7/OS environment, a UNIX system which virtually hosts a
MICROSOFT WINDOWS environment, a MICROSOFT
WINDOWS system which emulates an IBM 7/OS environ-
ment, etc. This virtualization and/or emulation may be
enhanced through the use of VMWARE software, in some
embodiments.

In more approaches, one or more networks 104, 106, 108,
may represent a cluster of systems commonly referred to as a
“cloud.” In cloud computing, shared resources, such as pro-
cessing power, peripherals, software, data, servers, etc., are
provided to any system in the cloud in an on-demand rela-
tionship, thereby allowing access and distribution of services
across many computing systems. Cloud computing typically
involves an Internet connection between the systems operat-
ing in the cloud, but other techniques of connecting the sys-
tems may also be used.

FIG. 2 shows a representative hardware environment asso-
ciated with a user device 116 and/or server 114 of FIG. 1, in
accordance with one embodiment. Such figure illustrates a
typical hardware configuration of a workstation having a
central processing unit 210, such as a microprocessor, and a
number of other units interconnected via a system bus 212.

The workstation shown in FIG. 2 includes a Random
Access Memory (RAM) 214, Read Only Memory (ROM)
216, an I/O adapter 218 for connecting peripheral devices
such as disk storage units 220 to the bus 212, a user interface
adapter 222 for connecting a keyboard 224, a mouse 226, a
speaker 228, a microphone 232, and/or other user interface
devices such as a touch screen and a digital camera (not
shown) to the bus 212, communication adapter 234 for con-
necting the workstation to a communication network 235
(e.g., a data processing network) and a display adapter 236 for
connecting the bus 212 to a display device 238.

The workstation may have resident thereon an operating
system such as the Microsoft Windows® Operating System
(0S),aMAC OS, a UNIX OS, etc. It will be appreciated that
a preferred embodiment may also be implemented on plat-
forms and operating systems other than those mentioned. A
preferred embodiment may be written using XML, C, and/or
C++ language, or other programming languages, along with
an object oriented programming methodology. Object ori-
ented programming (OOP), which has become increasingly
used to develop complex applications, may be used.

Conventional circuit boards experience greater signal and
insertion losses the longer the traces of their design are.
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Furthermore, conventional circuit boards have become
crowded with additional buffer devices required to make up
for these losses. With technology today calling for smaller
and smaller device sizes, circuit boards (particularly circuit
boards which connect to additional circuit boards) are limited
in that their male to female connector pins are restricted to
coupling in a direction parallel to the axis of the pins.

Various approaches described herein utilize a high speed
circuit board to circuit board connector which utilizes mating
in an orthogonal direction to the axis of the pins rather than in
aparallel direction. Such embodiments provide a viable solu-
tion with numerous advantages which will be described in
detail below, most notably allowing for shorter traces that
alleviate many of the problems described above.

FIG. 3 depicts a system 300, in accordance with one
embodiment. As an option, the present system 300 may be
implemented in conjunction with features from any other
embodiment listed herein, such as those described with ref-
erence to the other FIGS. Of course, however, such system
300 and others presented herein may be used in various appli-
cations and/or in permutations which may or may not be
specifically described in the illustrative embodiments listed
herein. Further, the system 300 presented herein may be used
in any desired environment.

Referring now to FIG. 3, system 300 includes a printed
circuit board 304. The printed circuit board 304 may have any
type of circuitry thereon. In one exemplary embodiment, the
circuitry may be configured to operate as at least a portion of
a network switch, a controller circuit, a motherboard, etc.
Unless otherwise described herein, the components of the
printed circuit board 304 may have conventional construction
and be fabricated by conventional methods adapted based on
the present disclosure.

System 300 further includes a connector 308 coupled to the
printed circuit board 304. In various embodiments, the con-
nector 308 may be fixedly coupled to the printed circuit board
304. The connector 308 includes a plurality of pins (not
shown) extending therefrom along a first direction 314. Sys-
tem 300 further includes traces 310.

With continued reference to traces 310 of system 300 the
direction of insertion of the second printed circuit board 302
is shown by arrow 306. This direction of insertion 306 may be
the only plausible direction of insertion, e.g., due to space
constraints within the housing of the printed circuit board
304. By enabling coupling along direction 306, the length of
the traces 310 may be made much shorter than those of
conventional circuit boards that have connectors which
couple in a direction parallel to the axis of the pins, where
such connectors would have to be located along edges 303
and 305 of the respective circuit boards 302, 304 to enable
coupling in the direction of insertion 306 thereby requiring
much longer traces. Shorter traces 310 present numerous
advantages to circuit board layout and performance, includ-
ing (but not limited to): minimizing signal loss, improving
signal integrity, reducing circuit board cost, etc. Reducing the
length of traces 310 is now a circuit design option, due to the
mating of male to female pins in the orthogonal direction, as
described herein. Furthermore, reducing the length of traces
310 eliminates the need for additional buffer devices, which
conventional circuit boards often require, in order to compen-
sate for insertion losses (also resulting from longer trace
lines).

Connector 308 may include guides (not shown) configured
to guide a mating connector 316 along a second direction 306
(direction of insertion) oriented perpendicular to the first
direction 314. The guides of connector 308 may include e.g.
slots, channels, dovetails, etc. Furthermore, guides allow for
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quick attachment and detachment of a first printed circuit
board 304 and a second printed circuit board 302.

System 300 further includes a second printed circuit board
302 having a mating connector 316 coupled to the second
printed circuit board 302. Mating connector 316 includes a
plurality of mating pins (not shown) extending therefrom
along the first direction 314, and is fixedly coupled to the
second printed circuit board 302. Additionally, mating con-
nector 316 may include guides (not shown) configured to
guide the mating connector 316 in the second direction 306.
Guides of the mating connector 316 may include e.g. slots,
channels, dovetails, etc. Mating pins may engage the pins
when the connector 308 and mating connector 316 are
coupled together, as will be described in greater detail below.

Unless otherwise described herein, the components of the
second printed circuit board 302 and/or connectors 308, 316
may have conventional construction and be fabricated by
conventional methods adapted based on the present disclo-
sure.

According to one embodiment, the printed circuit board
304 and the second printed circuit board 302 may be config-
ured to operate as at least a portion of a network switch when
the connector 308 and mating connector 316 are coupled
together.

Additionally, all mating pins (not shown) designated for
receiving power may be aligned in one or more power rows
oriented along the second direction 306 when the connector
308 and mating connector 316 are coupled together, as will be
described in greater detail below.

FIGS. 4A-4C depict an illustrative progression of male to
female pin pair coupling in accordance with one embodiment.
As an option, the present male to female pin pair 400 may be
implemented in conjunction with features from any other
embodiment listed herein, such as those described with ref-
erence to the other FIGS. Of course however, such male to
female pin pair 400 and others presented herein may be used
in various applications and/or in permutations which may or
may not be specifically described in the illustrative embodi-
ments listed herein. Further, the male to female pin pairs 400
presented herein may be used in any desired environment.

Male to female pin pair 400 include a male pin 404 and a
female pin 402, e.g., of a conductive metal such as copper,
aluminum, etc. Male pin 404 and female pin 402 have a pair
direction 406, from left to right in a second direction (X
direction), and must both be arranged horizontally (as illus-
trated in FIGS. 4A-4C). Pair direction 406 (X direction) of a
male to female pin may also be right to left, depending on the
preferred embodiment. FIG. 4A illustrates male to female pin
pair 400 before coupling, e.g. there is no physical contact
between male pin 404 and female pin 402.

FIG. 4B illustrates the male and female pins 404, 402
where the male pin 404 and female pin 402 are partially
coupled.

FIG. 4C illustrates male to female pin pair 400 in which
male pin 404 and female pin 402 are fully coupled. It should
also be noted that the coupling direction 406 of the pins 402,
404 is orthogonal to the axis of the pins (axis of the pins
extends into the page of FIGS. 4A-4C in a first direction 7).

Additionally, as illustrated in FIGS. 4A-4B, as a male pin
404 is inserted into female pin 402, the receptacles of female
pin 402 may partially shift, separate, open, etc. to accept and
sandwich the male pin 404. This shifting ensures a secure
contact between the paired male pin 404 and female pin 402,
as a circuit connection would require.

Furthermore, it should be noted that pin pair configurations
may vary depending on the preferred embodiment. For
example, pin pair configurations other than male to female
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pin pairs 400 may include a male pin to male pin pair, where
there is a lack of female pin receptacles sandwiching a male
pin. As long as there is contact between the male pin to male
pin pair, or other similar embodiments, circuit board connec-
tivity is possible.

FIG. 5 depicts a connector pair 500, in accordance with one
embodiment. As an option, the present connector pair 500
may be implemented in conjunction with features from any
other embodiment listed herein, such as those described with
reference to the other FIGS. Of course, however, such con-
nector pair 500 and others presented herein may be used in
various applications and/or in permutations which may or
may not be specifically described in the illustrative embodi-
ments listed herein. Further, the connector pair 500 presented
herein may be used in any desired environment.

Referring now to FIG. 5, connector pair 500 includes a
male pin connector housing 502 and a female pin connector
housing 504. Male pin connector housing 502 includes male
pins 404, and furthermore has a coupling direction 406 (as
described above). Female pin connector housing 504 includes
female pins 402. Male pins 404 and female pins 402 of
connector pair 500 are arranged in a 5x10 array for illustrative
purposes. Pin configurations/arrangements may vary depend-
ing on the desired application, number of leads, etc.

It should be noted that once male pin connector housing
502 and female pin connector housing 504 have paired
together, the male pins 404 and female pins 402 will be fully
paired (orthogonal to the axis of the pins) e.g., as illustrated in
FIG. 4C. Additionally the male pin connector housing 502
and female pin connector housing 504 may include a bumper,
stop, threshold, etc. (not shown) which ensures that the male
pin 404 is sandwiched between the female pins 402 with
maximum contact between the two, (e.g., a male pin 404 has
not been over-inserted or under-inserted in the corresponding
female pins 402).

FIG. 6 depicts a pin mapping 600, in accordance with one
embodiment. As an option, the present pin mapping 600 may
be implemented in conjunction with features from any other
embodiment listed herein, such as those described with ref-
erence to the other FIGS. Of course, however, such pin map-
ping 600 and others presented herein may be used in various
applications and/or in permutations which may or may not be
specifically described in the illustrative embodiments listed
herein. Further, the pin mapping 600 presented herein may be
used in any desired environment.

Referring now to FIG. 6, pin mapping 600 includes power
pins 602 as noted by column A and column J. Pin mapping
600 further includes ground pins 604; the ground pins 604
have been colored black in order to create distinction between
ground pins 604 and any other pins. Furthermore, pin map-
ping 600 includes differential signal pins 606 in Col B-Col I,
which have been colored white in order to create distinction
between the ground pins 604 (colored black) and any other
pins. Note that each circle denotes a location where pin pairs
are in mating contact when the corresponding connectors are
fully engaged.

Columns (A-J) and rows (A-H) have been included in FIG.
6 to clarify the description of pin mapping 600. Further
embodiments may include a greater or lesser number of rows/
columns for descriptive purposes, depending on the pin map-
ping orientation.

As illustrated in FIG. 6, all pins designated for providing
power may be aligned in one or more power columns (e.g.,
columns A and J as shown) oriented along a second direction
(see 306 of FIG. 3). Furthermore, there are no other types of
pins, other than power pins 602 positioned in the one or more
power rows (columns A and ). Isolating power rows (col-
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umns A and J) enables hot swapping of circuit boards. Hot
swapping capabilities provide numerous advantages to a cir-
cuit board including (but not limited to) limiting electrical
arcing at the power pins 602, protecting circuit board com-
ponents from burnout, allowing quick connect and disconnect
of'a second circuit board to a first circuit board (e.g., as briefly
described in FIG. 3), etc.

Hot swapping between two circuit boards is made possible
by the isolation of power pins in the one or more power rows
(columns A and J). This configuration ensures that all power
pins are isolated from both ground and signal pins during the
hot swap. In the event that a power pin was to come in contact
with a signal pin, circuit board components could potentially
be damaged or destroyed. The risk of this happening is elimi-
nated in the isolation of power pins e.g., as illustrated by pin
mapping 600.

The present invention may be a system, a method, and/or a
computer program product. The computer program product
may include a computer readable storage medium (or media)
having computer readable program instructions thereon for
causing a processor to carry out aspects of the present inven-
tion.

The computer readable storage medium can be a tangible
device that can retain and store instructions for use by an
instruction execution device. The computer readable storage
medium may be, for example, but is not limited to, an elec-
tronic storage device, a magnetic storage device, an optical
storage device, an electromagnetic storage device, a semicon-
ductor storage device, or any suitable combination of the
foregoing. A non-exhaustive list of more specific examples of
the computer readable storage medium includes the follow-
ing: a portable computer diskette, a hard disk, a random
access memory (RAM), aread-only memory (ROM), an eras-
able programmable read-only memory (EPROM or Flash
memory), a static random access memory (SRAM), a por-
table compact disc read-only memory (CD-ROM), a digital
versatile disk (DVD), a memory stick, a floppy disk, a
mechanically encoded device such as punch-cards or raised
structures in a groove having instructions recorded thereon,
and any suitable combination of the foregoing. A computer
readable storage medium, as used herein, is not to be con-
strued as being transitory signals per se, such as radio waves
or other freely propagating electromagnetic waves, electro-
magnetic waves propagating through a waveguide or other
transmission media (e.g., light pulses passing through a fiber-
optic cable), or electrical signals transmitted through a wire.

Computer readable program instructions described herein
can be downloaded to respective computing/processing
devices from a computer readable storage medium or to an
external computer or external storage device via a network,
for example, the Internet, a local area network, a wide area
network and/or a wireless network. The network may com-
prise copper transmission cables, optical transmission fibers,
wireless transmission, routers, firewalls, switches, gateway
computers and/or edge servers. A network adapter card or
network interface in each computing/processing device
receives computer readable program instructions from the
network and forwards the computer readable program
instructions for storage in a computer readable storage
medium within the respective computing/processing device.

Computer readable program instructions for carrying out
operations of the present invention may be assembler instruc-
tions, instruction-set-architecture (ISA) instructions,
machine instructions, machine dependent instructions,
microcode, firmware instructions, state-setting data, or either
source code or object code written in any combination of one
or more programming languages, including an object ori-
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8

ented programming language such as Smalltalk, C++ or the
like, and conventional procedural programming languages,
such as the “C” programming language or similar program-
ming languages. The computer readable program instructions
may execute entirely on the user’s computer, partly on the
user’s computer, as a stand-alone software package, partly on
the user’s computer and partly on a remote computer or
entirely on the remote computer or server. In the latter sce-
nario, the remote computer may be connected to the user’s
computer through any type of network, including a local area
network (LAN) or a wide area network (WAN), or the con-
nection may be made to an external computer (for example,
through the Internet using an Internet Service Provider). In
some embodiments, electronic circuitry including, for
example, programmable logic circuitry, field-programmable
gate arrays (FPGA), or programmable logic arrays (PLA)
may execute the computer readable program instructions by
utilizing state information of the computer readable program
instructions to personalize the electronic circuitry, in order to
perform aspects of the present invention.

Aspects of the present invention are described herein with
reference to flowchart illustrations and/or block diagrams of
methods, apparatus (systems), and computer program prod-
ucts according to embodiments of the invention. It will be
understood that each block of the flowchart illustrations and/
or block diagrams, and combinations of blocks in the flow-
chart illustrations and/or block diagrams, can be imple-
mented by computer readable program instructions.

These computer readable program instructions may be pro-
vided to a processor of a general purpose computer, special
purpose computer, or other programmable data processing
apparatus to produce a machine, such that the instructions,
which execute via the processor of the computer or other
programmable data processing apparatus, create means for
implementing the functions/acts specified in the flowchart
and/or block diagram block or blocks. These computer read-
able program instructions may also be stored in a computer
readable storage medium that can direct a computer, a pro-
grammable data processing apparatus, and/or other devices to
function in a particular manner, such that the computer read-
able storage medium having instructions stored therein com-
prises an article of manufacture including instructions which
implement aspects of the function/act specified in the flow-
chart and/or block diagram block or blocks.

The computer readable program instructions may also be
loaded onto a computer, other programmable data processing
apparatus, or other device to cause a series of operational
steps to be performed on the computer, other programmable
apparatus or other device to produce a computer implemented
process, such that the instructions which execute on the com-
puter, other programmable apparatus, or other device imple-
ment the functions/acts specified in the flowchart and/or
block diagram block or blocks.

The flowchart and block diagrams in the Figures illustrate
the architecture, functionality, and operation of possible
implementations of systems, methods, and computer pro-
gram products according to various embodiments of the
present invention.

In this regard, each block in the flowchart or block dia-
grams may represent a module, segment, or portion of
instructions, which comprises one or more executable
instructions for implementing the specified logical
function(s). In some alternative implementations, the func-
tions noted in the block may occur out of the order noted in the
figures. For example, two blocks shown in succession may, in
fact, be executed substantially concurrently, or the blocks
may sometimes be executed in the reverse order, depending
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upon the functionality involved. It will also be noted that each
block of the block diagrams and/or flowchart illustration, and
combinations of blocks in the block diagrams and/or flow-
chart illustration, can be implemented by special purpose
hardware-based systems that perform the specified functions
or acts or carry out combinations of special purpose hardware
and computer instructions.

Moreover, a system according to various embodiments
may include a processor and logic integrated with and/or
executable by the processor, the logic being configured to
perform one or more of the process steps recited herein. By
integrated with, what is meant is that the processor has logic
embedded therewith as hardware logic, suchas an application
specific integrated circuit (ASIC), a field programmable gate
array (FPGA), etc. By executable by the processor, what is
meant is that the logic is hardware logic; software logic such
as firmware, part of an operating system, part of an applica-
tion program; etc., or some combination of hardware and
software logic that is accessible by the processor and config-
ured to cause the processor to perform some functionality
upon execution by the processor. Software logic may be
stored on local and/or remote memory of any memory type, as
known in the art. Any processor known in the art may be used,
such as a software processor module and/or a hardware pro-
cessor such as an ASIC, a FPGA, a central processing unit
(CPU), an integrated circuit (IC), a graphics processing unit
(GPU), etc.

It will be clear that the various features of the foregoing
systems and/or methodologies may be combined in any way,
creating a plurality of combinations from the descriptions
presented above.

It will be further appreciated that embodiments of the
present invention may be provided in the form of a service
deployed on behalf of a customer to offer service on demand.

While various embodiments have been described above, it
should be understood that they have been presented by way of
example only, and not limitation. Thus, the breadth and scope
of a preferred embodiment should not be limited by any of the
above-described exemplary embodiments, but should be
defined only in accordance with the following claims and
their equivalents.

What is claimed is:

1. A system, comprising:

a printed circuit board; and

a connector coupled to the printed circuit board,

aplurality of pins extending from the connector, axes of the
pins extending from the connector along a first direction,

the connector having guides configured to guide a mating
connector along a second direction oriented perpendicu-
lar to the first direction,

wherein the pins are elongated in the second direction;

a second printed circuit board having the mating connector
coupled thereto, wherein the mating connector has a
plurality of mating pins extending therefrom along the
first direction, the mating pins engaging the pins when
the connector and mating connector are coupled
together, wherein the mating pins are elongated in the
second direction.

2. The system of claim 1, wherein the pins have flat sides

extending along the second direction.

3. The system of claim 1, wherein all pins designated for
providing power are aligned in one or more power rows
oriented along the second direction, there being no other type
of pins in the one or more power rows.

4. The system of claim 1, wherein the printed circuit board
is configured to operate as at least a portion of a network
switch.
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5. The system of claim 1, comprising a second printed
circuit board having the mating connector coupled thereto.
6. The system of claim 5, wherein the mating connector has
a plurality of mating pins extending therefrom along the first
direction, the mating pins engaging the pins when the con-
nector and mating connector are coupled together, wherein
the mating pins are elongated in the second direction.
7. The system of claim 6, wherein all mating pins desig-
nated for receiving power are aligned in one or more power
rows oriented along the second direction when the connector
and mating connector are coupled together, there being no
other type of pins in the one or more power rows.
8. The system of claim 6, wherein the mating pins shift to
receive the pins, thereby sandwiching the pins therebetween.
9. The system of claim 6, wherein the guides are physically
configured to guide the pins into direct electrical contact with
mating pins of a mating connector during a relative movement
of the connector in the second direction with respect to the
mating connector.
10. The system of claim 5, wherein the printed circuit board
and the second printed circuit board are configured to operate
as at least a portion of a network switch when the connector
and mating connector are coupled together.
11. The system of claim 5, wherein the mating connector is
fixedly coupled to the second printed circuit board.
12. A method for using the system of claim 1, the method
comprising:
creating a relative sliding motion only along the second
direction between the connector coupled to the printed
circuit board and a mating connector coupled to a second
printed circuit board, the mating connector having a
plurality of mating pins extending therefrom along a
third direction oriented parallel to the first direction,

wherein the relative sliding motion along only the second
direction creates an electrical coupling between the pins
and mating pins.

13. The method of claim 12, wherein the pins and mating
pins slide in and out of contact with each other during the
relative sliding motion.

14. The method of claim 12, wherein the mating pins shift
to receive the pins during the relative sliding motion in the
second direction only, thereby sandwiching the pins between
the mating pins.

15. The method of claim 12, wherein guides of the mating
connector also only allow the connector and mating connec-
tor to slide relative to one another in the second direction.

16. A system, comprising:

a printed circuit board; and

a connector fixedly coupled to the printed circuit board,

the connector having a plurality of pins protruding there-

from along a first direction,

the connector having guides configured to guide a mating

connector along a second direction oriented perpendicu-
lar to the first direction,

wherein the mating connector has a plurality of mating pins

protruding therefrom along the first direction, the mat-
ing pins engaging the pins when the connector and mat-
ing connector are coupled together,

a second printed circuit board having the mating connector

coupled thereto,

the connector and mating connector being coupled

together,

wherein the printed circuit board and the second printed

circuit board are configured to operate as at least a por-
tion of a network switch when the connector and mating
connector are coupled together.
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17. The system of claim 16, wherein all pins designated for
providing power are aligned in one or more power rows
oriented along the second direction, there being no other type
of pins in the one or more power rows.

18. The system of claim 16, wherein the guides are physi- 5
cally configured to guide the pins into direct electrical contact
with the mating pins of the mating connector during a relative
movement of the connector in the second direction with
respect to the mating connector.

19. The system of claim 16, wherein the mating connector 10
is fixedly coupled to the second printed circuit board.

20. The system of claim 16, wherein the mating pins shift
to receive the pins, thereby sandwiching the pins therebe-
tween.

15



